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O U R  M I S S I O N  

The people of Immanuel 

Lutheran Church are living 

proof of the grace of God 

through salvation in Jesus 

Christ. Empowered by Christ, 

our mission is to reach out in 

love to those who have not yet 

responded to the Gospel that 

all may be united in Christ. 

School Mission  

The Mission of Immanuel 

Lutheran School is to pro-

vide a loving atmosphere of 

academic excellence for 

children while developing 

in them and their families a 

lasting relationship with 

Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Kevin A. Karner 
 Pastor 

Mrs. Claudia Bishop 
Interim School Principal 

I M M A N U E L  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  A N D  S C H O O L ,  B R I S T O L ,  C O N N E C T I C U T  

 Immanuel Lutheran School Honors Veterans! 

  Once again ILS Staff and students honored veterans on Friday, November 
6.  Dignitaries included Mayor Ken Cockayne, Mr. Russ Trudel, who is the 

present Commander of Bristol Post Two, and of course all of our veterans 

who attended the program. 

  The program consisted of songs, poems, and a history of Veterans Day. 

Grades 3 and 4 wrote a special ABC list all about veterans. All students made 
thank-you cards with a Bible verse and special message as a keepsake.  Each 

veteran who attended was 

recognized by name with a 
hearty ILS round of 

thanks.  The program end-

ed with a rousing sing-
along of the service songs with Mr. Koch at the piano.  A light Conti-

nental breakfast was provided by the student body and served by 

Grades 7 and 8.  

 This is a very special program in which ILS is honored to be able 

to recognize these great men and women who gave so much for us. 

 

Charter members, left to right, are Pat Steinackle, Mary Reckert, Magda Jabs, Ruth Meusel, 

Myrle Behrendt, Lorraine Sonstrom, Lorraine Malsheke.  Not pictured is Ann Gudegast.  

For more photos, see the Young-At-Heart article on Page 4.   

senior lunch program — 21st Anniversary  
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Messenger is published 

monthly by Immanuel 

Lutheran Church and 

School for its members 

and friends. 

Immanuel is a member of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod. 

Ed & Dee Krampitz 
Newsletter Editors 

(Deadline for submissions is  

the 15th of every month.) 

Worship Services are 
broadcast each Sunday 

at 1:00 p.m.  
on 

WXCT RADIO 
990 AM 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. — 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:11 

 
It’s that time again.  “The most wonderful 

time of the year!” as one popular song pro-

claims. 
 

Pastorally speaking, it would be good if we 

could hear the story of Jesus’ birth, as the 

angels first shared it:  “I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the peo-

ple” (see Luke 2:10). 

 
It would be good, but doing so is almost 

always difficult. 

 
It’s hard to separate Jesus’ coming to save 

sinful humanity from the way the world 

wants the holiday to be remembered.  If you 

doubt there is such confusion, then listen to 
the little girl who told her baby brother the 

story of Christmas.  Her rendition went this 

way: 
 

“Jesus was born just in time for Christmas, 

up at the North Pole surrounded by eight 

little reindeer and the Virgin Mary.  Then 
Santa Claus showed up with lots of toys and 

stuff and some swaddling clothes.  The three 

wise men and elves sang carols, while the 
Little Drummer Boy and Scrooge helped 

Joseph trim the tree.  In the meantime, 

Frosty the Snowman saw this star.  Here 
endeth the reading.” 

 

You may shake your head at such silliness. 

But the little girl’s sad story is no stranger 
than that promoted by those who say the 

true meaning of Christmas is family, fun, 

fuzzy feelings, and cartoon fantasies. 
 

They would have us believe the salvation 
Jesus brings is secondary to Santa, His grace 

less important than expensive gifts and 

greeting cards.  In their hearts the sound of 
parties and cash registers drown out God’s 

Good News. 

 
We shouldn’t be surprised. 

 

The world, Satan, and sin have always tried 

to defeat, deny and discredit the coming of 
the Savior.  Yet, in those hearts and homes 

where the Word still works, the Savior still 

comes. Born of a woman, He is one of us, 
yet better than us. 

 

I encourage you to look upon the little hands 
and remember they will be pierced to save 

you.  See His beautiful brow and recall how 

it will be crowned with thorns.  Listen to His 

first cry and hear that cry echo, 33 years 
later, upon Calvary’s cross, as He proclaims 

our salvation is finished. 

 
This Advent / Christmas season we’ll re-

member the fulfillment of God’s promise, 

the story of how our forgiveness and salva-

tion was won.  We’ll hear the story of hu-
manity’s God-given, blood-bought gift of 

forgiveness, redemption and renewal. 

 
It’s the story of good news of great joy.  It’s 

the story of the Babe of Bethlehem, the 

Christ of the cross, the Savior of the empty 
tomb. 

 

God bless you and yours this “holy day” 

season! 
 

Pastor Karner 

1 Thess. 5:23-24 

“I Bring You Good News Of Great Joy . . .” 

SUNDAY  
DIVINE SERVICES 

8:00 a.m. 
Holy Communion on the  

1st, 3rd, & 5th Sunday  
of the month. 

— 

10:45 a.m. 
Holy Communion on the 
2nd, 4th, & 5th Sunday  

of the month. 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

9:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:30 a.m. 
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WOMEN OF IMMANUEL 

 

The Women of Immanuel will hold their annual 

Christmas potluck on Thursday, December 10th at 

6:00 pm in the Old School Basement.  Bring your 

favorite dish and a friend; desserts will be provided. 

All women are welcome.  Mark your calendar to  

celebrate the Advent of the coming of our Lord with 

your sisters in Christ.  Don’t forget to bring your 

Mite Box offering for LWML. 

 
 

   LUTHERAN WOMEN 

   IN MISSION 
 

 

LWML Sets 2015-2017 Mission Goal at $2 Million 

Over 4,600 people attended the Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League (LWML) Convention, Des 

Moines, Iowa, June 25-28, 2015, under the theme 

“Bountiful! Sow -Nourish - Reap."  The convention 

theme was based on 2 Corinthians 9:8.  Delegates to 

the 36th Biennial Convention of the LWML adopted 

a $2 million mission goal for the 2015-2017 bienni-

um.  This goal, by the grace of God, will fund 19 

mission grants as men and women respond in prayer 

and offerings during the next two years.  LWML 

chose to support the mission grants, pledging their 

support with prayers and mites (offerings) given 

over the next 2 years. 

LWML Mission Grant Story 
 

DISASTER RESPONSE TRAILERS Grant 

Amount: $80,000 

LCMS Disaster Response will provide matching 

funds to 20 congregations to establish a disaster re-

sponse equipment trailer for use in their respective 

districts. 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) 

Disaster Response will provide matching funds with 

this grant to 20 congregations to establish a disaster 

response equipment trailer for use in their respective 

districts.  These equipped trailers provide all the nec-

essary tools to get to work immediately upon arrival 

in a disaster area.  In this way, they aren’t a burden 

to those affected, but rather are able to bring relief 

and comfort.  Currently, there are over 12,000 indi-

viduals from across the LCMS who have received 

Lutheran Early Response Training (LERT) and the 

number grows every month. 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Women of Immanuel ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Christmas blessings to all our members and friends! Our last Young-At-

Heart event this year will be our annual Christmas Party Lunch at Nuchie's Restaurant 

in Forestville. Notice that it is on a Tuesday, December 8, at 11:30; remind your 

friends of the date!  Let's fill the tables as Vernon Koch leads our program after our 

sit-down complete meal.  The deadline to register was Sunday, Nov. 29, but last mi-

nute changes, questions and requests can be made by calling Carol up until Dec. 6th 

at 860-582-9608.  Remember, we offer valet parking, rides, visiting time, prizes, 

singing, fellowship and fun! 

Last month we celebrated the 21st Anniversary of our senior lunch program with almost 50 in attend-

ance. We had a special cake and took photos of our charter members.  After our delicious Soup & Sand-

wich Lunch, we really enjoyed Miles Everett's presentation.  Miles is Bristol Hospital's Educational Nutri-

tionist, who made a real impression on all of us concerning our eating habits. 

Be sure to check out more photos from our events in the glass cases outside the library.  We will not 

hold lunches in the winter, although a planning committee will be working out our schedule for 2016. 

Remember to greet one another at church and try to visit one of our homebound members this winter 

and share the blessings of Christmas. 

 

Warm-A-Child from the Helping Ministry 
Immanuel’s Helping Ministry is sponsoring the very popular “Mitten Tree” Christ-
mas giving project. 

For this holiday season we again are presenting a wonderful way for our church 
and school community to help some needy children from local public schools, St. 
Vincent de Paul, Bristol Pre-schools, and from within our own congregation.  The 
Warm-A-Child Christmas tree, found by the library is decorated with paper mittens 

describing specific clothing requests.  If you would please choose a mitten or two, fulfill the request, and 
place the gift wrapped packages (with the mitten attached) back under the tree by Dec. 6, your gift will 
be very, very appreciated.  If anyone has requests for this service, please call MaryAnn at 860-583-2975. 

We are also sending unwrapped newborn items to the area’s Crisis Pregnancy Center.  We hope to fill 
some boxes with lots of diapers, clothing, and just about anything suitable for an infant. 

Thank you in advance for your help and support.   And… have fun shopping! 
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Ladies Luncheon  

Once again we will be having our lunch at the Parish 
Center on Dec. 15 at 12:30 pm.  Please join us and bring 

a friend! 

Walk and Talk Every Tuesday morning at 9:30 am at 
the Parish Center.  We do more talking than walking.  

Great group — please join us!  

Blessings, 
Roberta Kuhr, RN 
 
P.S.: Just a reminder, I will be away in January, returning dur-
ing the last week. 

Christmas Potluck Lunch 
Join us for fellowship and good food 

Sunday, December 13 
In the ILS GYM 

Following the 10:45 Divine Service 

Bring your favorite dish, last name beginning with: 
A thru G, an Entrée 

H thru P, a Salad or Side Dish 
R thru Z, a Dessert 
Bring a non-perishable food item. 

A free will offering will be accepted to raise fund for Youth Groups Convention in New Orleans. 

Sponsored by Board of Stewardship and ILC Youth Group 

Immanuel welcomes through  

the rite of Holy Baptism  

Ava Marie Zebrowski 

Baptized on November 1, 2015 
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Called Home to Heaven 

Elsie Wentland 
August 28, 1925 — November 5, 2015 

~~~~ 

June Fuhlbruck 
March 11, 1943 — November 18, 2015 

Advent & Christmas  

Worship Services: 
Sunday, December 6, 8 am (HC) & 10:45 am 

Wednesday, December 9, 10 am & 7 pm 

Sunday, December 6, 8 am & 10:45 am (HC) 

 Sunday, December 6, 9:30 am (HC)   
German Worship Service 

Wednesday, December 16, 10 am & 7 pm   
School Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 20, 8 am (HC) & 10:45 am 

Thursday, December 24, 7 pm & 11 pm (HC) 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Friday, December 25, 9 am (HC) - Christmas Day Service 

Sunday, December 27, 8 am & 10:45 am (HC) 

Thursday, December 31, 7 pm (HC) - New Year’s Eve Service 

lots of it!  On November 

17th and 18th all the stu-

dents participated in the 

2nd annual Applesauce 

Ministry.  They helped to 

wash and core the apples 

first.  Then after the apples 

were cooked, the children 

mushed them through the 

food mill and helped to fill 

the jars.  They even stayed 

to make sure the dishes 

were done and the kitchen 

cleaned.  All together they 

made 48 pints and cards 

which will be given to shut-

ins and anyone struggling 

with any kind of problem. 

One child was heard say-

ing, "My grandma makes 

applesauce this old fash-

ioned way."  A special 

thanks to Tonn's Orchard 

for donating all the apples 

and the students and staff 

for their time. 

Making applesauce . . . 

. . . for the homebound! 

What happens when 

you combine the 

enthusiasm and 

energy of Immanu-

el's K- 8 students 

and staff with boxes 

of apples?  Y ou get 

applesauce, and 
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~  Scout  News  ~  Immanuel Lutheran Ski Club 
We are excited to offer the Ski Club at Immanuel 
Lutheran School (ILS) again this year to ILS stu-
dents (Grades 3 – 8 only) and family members at 
Mount Southington on Friday’s beginning in Janu-
ary 2016. We will be going five (5) times as a club 
and registration forms are available in the school 
office. The registration form lists out each pack-
age type and cost. 

The registration form and payment are due by 
December 11, 2015. No exceptions will be 
made after this date. 

If you should have any questions, please contact 
your ski Coordinator,  

Michele Dubois, at 860-404-0864 or via email at 
Icelandic.MD@gmail.com. 

Ski Club Dates 
January 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th and February 5th. This 
is a five week program. 

In case of a snow day or bad weather, in which 
one of these dates is cancelled, a mass email will 
be sent by the ski Coordinator, to inform the 
group that Mount Southington needs to close. A 
reschedule date will be emailed once confirmed. 

We will be skiing evenings from 3:00 pm to 8:00 
pm. Student’s will need their own transportation 

and supervision. 

We are also in need a few Chaperones in the 
event that a student is injured. We are thinking a 
few parents who will be supervising their children 
and/or an adult who will not be skiing. In the 
event that one of our group’s member’s is injured, 
Ski Patrol must have a way of contacting some-
one. If interested please contact your ski Coordi-
nator, Michele Dubois, at 860-404-0864 or via 
email at Icelandic.MD@gmail.com. 

Payments Methods: Check (payable to Mount 
Southington) or Credit Card* 

*Below are instructions for participants who wish 
to register online. 
1) Go to www.mountsouthington.com 

2) Select Groups from the main menu 
3) Select Groups Participant Registration un-

der ‘School’s Out’ 
4) Enter your Group Number & Password 

GROUP #: 252 PASSWORD: DUB252 
5) Confirm your group name in the top left 

corner before proceeding 
6) Follow the directions and after payment write 

your online transaction # on the bottom of the 

registration form 

On Saturday, November 7, 2015 Evan Foley's Eagle Scout 

Court of Honor was held.   All of Immanuel's Boy Scout 

Troop 21 and friends and family of the Foley Family attended 

(Connecticut, Maine, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 

York and Rhode Island).  Evan received  Official Citations 
from Connecticut Governor Dannel P. Malloy, Bristol's Rep-

resentative Frank N. Nicastro, Sr., Bristol's Mayor Ken Cock-

ayne, and Grand Master, Charles W. Yohe, of The Grand 

Lodge of Connecticut and The Connecticut Masonic Scouters 

Association. 

Troop 21 has been very busy for the last few months and it is 

time to update Immanuel's members.  In September, we 

joined the German Festival, with all the scouts taking turns in 

the dunk tank.  The scouts also helped clean up with trash, 

patrolled the food area, and helped breakdown the canopies 

and tables in the evening.  Also in September, we had several 

scouts march in the Mum Parade, while others worked the 

food stand on West Street.  In October, several scouts met 

with Mayor Cockayne to discuss citizen's rights and duties. 

Most of the Troop helped with the annual Sauerkraut Supper, 
with waiter duty and clean-up after the event was over.  On 

November 1st, the Troop held a can and bottle drive in Im-

manuel's parking lot, and we thank the many members of 

Immanuel for their donations.  On the same day, the Troop 

headed to Pastor Karner's house to help with leaf clean-up.  

November 7th was the Eagle Court of Honor for Evan Foley.  

Congratulations to Evan on achieving the Rank of Eagle 

Scout.  On November 8th, scouts from the Troop participated 

as Color Guard in the Veterans Day service at Zion Lutheran 

Church, and we thank the Veterans for their service to our 

nation.  The Troop congratulates the following scouts on their 

recent Rank Advancements, Ben Jabs to Star, John Duncan 
and Nathan Roy to First Class, Luke Foley and Daniel Lau-

retti to Second Class.  The Troop now looks forward to sever-

al winter camping events and in January 2016 attending Mer-

it Badge College. 

Eagle Scout Evan Foley with his parents, Leslie and Robert Foley 

mailto:Icelandic.MD@gmail.com
mailto:Icelandic.MD@gmail.com
http://www.mountsouthington.com
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Happy Birthday 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Activities 

 1, 22 - Walk and Talk  

       2, 9, 15, 23 - Senior Choir 

 2, 9 - Advent Worship Services 

     Advent Lunch 

 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 - The Emmaus Walkers 

  8  - Young at Heart Christmas Luncheon 

 10 - Women of Immanuel Potluck 

 12 - Carol Sing 

 13 - Stewardship & Youth Group Potluck 

 14 - BOCE 

 15 - IL Foundation 

 16 - School Christmas Programs 

  Advent Lunch 

 17 - Photo Club 

        Church Council 

 20 - Reception for New Members 

 24 - Christmas Eve Services 

 25 - Christmas Day Service 

     31 - New Year’s Eve Service 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  December Calendar ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

These activities are a sample of what was posted on 

Immanuel’s online calendar as of the publishing of 

this edition of the Messenger.  To see the most up-to-

date listings of all activities at the church and the 

school, log onto the church website at www.ilcs.org 

and click on Calendar at the top of the page. 

Joy Mora Peggy Campbell 

Ethan Debaise 

Walter Kuhr 

Cameron Reed 

Luke Sonstroem 

Lori Eschner 

Robert Helming 

Lawrence Beaudoin 

Hannah Krueger 

Joy Grekula 

Elna Lynch 

Elizabeth Wilde 

Anthony Lopisi 

Erin Madigan-Scheidel 

Gregory Scoville 

Oskar Tolmoff 

James Bishop 

James Bugryn 

Scott Dennis 

Glorie Romaniello 

Bradley Scoville 

James Thaxter Alison Eschner 

Diane Finger 

Robert Wilde 

Bruce Wondrovski 

Marion Schroeder Michael Hamelin 

Virginia Schultz 

Nathaniel Tessman 

Bobby Triplett 

Valya Rindfleisch 

Andrew Tonn 

Luke Foley 

Stephanie Parenteau 

Jamie Simard 

Cole Krueger 

Carol Mogey 

Marcia Lopisi 

Hans Bayer 

Cheyenne Blaschke 

James Raspanti 

Rebecca Croce 

Jonathan Follo 

Maria Santilli 

Arlean Jensen Myrna Gamache 

Jason Krueger 

Ingebor Harrington 

Janice Sonstroem 

Kristen Hill 

Maggie Moliengo 

Rosie Fernandez 

David Follo 

Brenda Buonafede 

Edwin Gillette 

Alan Blank 

Albert C. Smith 

Sheri Lejeune 

Leah Modeen 

Jacob Stringer 

Edward Young 

Sal Buonafede 

Victoria Casa 



Immanuel Lutheran Church Messenger December 2015 10 

 

 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

BRISTOL, CT 06010 

PERMIT NO. 382 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

154 MEADOW STREET 

BRISTOL, CT 06010 

Messenger 


