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A NEW PRINCIPAL!  

New Administration 
After prayerful consideration of the call 
extended to him, Mr. James F. Krupski, of 
Fargo, North Dakota, has decided that the 
Lord is leading him to serve at Immanuel 
Lutheran School.  
 
Mr. Krupski has 27 years in Lutheran 
Ministries and is a graduate of Concordia 
University, River Forest with a Bachelors 
degree in history. He also graduated from 
Indiana University, Fort Wayne, Indiana with 
a Masters in Educational Administration.  
Mr. Krupski states that he believes that God 
has placed teachers in this ministry to “feed 
the lambs that Christ has placed in our care” 
and that his goal as an educational leader is to 
“have each child leave our school with a clear 
understanding that they are a child of God 
through the death and resurrection of their 
Lord and Savior”. He will assume the 
responsibilities as principal effective June 1 of 
this year. 
 
We give thanks to God for answering our 
prayers and sending one to lead our school 
forward in this vital ministry.  
 
A Long Journey 
It is said that God has three answers to our 
prayers: yes, no, and wait. In the case of 
Immanuel’s prayer for a principal, God’s 
answer has most definitely been , wait.  
 
The journey began three years ago with the 
resignation of Claire Neagley. Seeking to fill 
that position, the Board of Christian Education 
began the hard work of  planning, 

investigating and searching for a new principal 
while, at the same time, finding others to fill in 
as interim principals to keep the school going 
until a principal was found. 
In that space of time, the BOCE  was led by 
three different chairmen, changed 10 board 
members, worked with four interim principals 
and made several staff changes. 
 
The BOCE looked through more than a 
hundred LEIF’s (information forms) of 
potential candidates, interviewed more than a 
dozen of those candidates and, with approval 
of the congregation, extended three other calls 
for a principal. Even then God’s answer was, 
wait. There is another yet to come. 
 
 It has been a long and often painful process 
and the Chairmen and members of the Board 
of Christian Education are to be commended 
for their faithfulness, patience, endurance and 
service to the Lord and this church. These 
include: 
Claudia Bishop, Vern Koch, Rob Redman, 
Laurie Grekula, Lori Eschner, Armin Hauer, 
and Lisa Bugryn. Special thanks also go to 
past members whose vision was instrumental 
in getting us going including Glorie 
Romaniello, Claudia Schab, Mary Ann 
Kalwat, Don Kalwat, and Jack Gohsler. In 
addition to those people, a big thanks goes to 
Ken Michelson, Bill Wentland, and Howard 
Schmelder for their guidance and unwavering 
love of the Church, School, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ and to the current Chairman, 
Jason Krueger under whose leadership the 
BOCE and the congregation received another 
answer to our prayer. 
 
This time, God answered, YES. 
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Women of  Immanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 THE SUMMER POT LUCK SUPPER will be held Thursday, 
June 21st at 6:00 P.M. in the Parish Center.  Note the change of 
date because of scheduling conflicts.  We invite all women of 
Immanuel to attend.  Bring a friend and your favorite dish. Don’t 
forget to bring your Mite Box offering for LWML.   
 
 New World Relief Project  

 A new Lutheran World Relief (LWR) project will be chosen at 
the June meeting.  The group expressed interest in assembling 
Fabric Kits.  The kits include fabric and spools of thread.  The 
Fabric Kits Lutheran World Relief distributes are used in 
vocational training programs to teach young men and women 
useful and marketable sewing skills.  Come to the meeting to get 
more information and help make the decision.    

 

Lutheran Women in Mission 
 
 LWML DISTRICT CONVENTION 
 
 The LWML New England District 
Convention was held April 27-28 with the 
theme “COME”.  Convention attendees 
came together for worship, Bible study, 

prayer, informative sessions, singing and fellowship. The 70th 
anniversary of LWML was celebrated at the banquet with a fond 
look back at 1942.  LWML memorabilia from the past 70 years 
was displayed.  
 
 Attending from Immanuel were Claudia Bishop and Gail 
Smuda; delegates Laurie Grekula and Linda Wall.  Delegates 
approved a mission goal of $55,000, with 35,750 for LWML-
NED mission grants, $13,750 for LWML national mission 
grants and $5,500 for LWML-NED administration.  Immanuel 
Lutheran School’s mission grant proposal was selected to 
receive $4,000 to provide tuition assistance for non-member 
children in the Bristol community.    
 
 Pastor Schumacher attended the convention on behalf of 
Lutheran Friends of the Deaf (Mill Neck Family of 
Organizations).  The project to produce a set of Bible story 

books in Russian and Russian sign language will receive $2,000.  
Three Bible story books for children in American Sign Language 
have already been produced.  Jesus Blesses the Children, The 
First Easter Day and The First Christmas use a combination of 
written language, art work and illustrated sign language to aid 
hearing and deaf children grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. Other books will be developed and distributed 
around the world.  Come to the June meeting if you’d like to see 
the books.     
 
 Attendees returned home inspired by the experience and 
motivated to Serve the Lord with Gladness. 
 
National Mission Grant 
Crow Indian Ministry–Montana $69,999.64 
 Crow Lutheran Ministry in Montana has been sharing the 
Gospel for more than 25 years. The members, led by Pastor 
Daniel Jacobs, gather for worship, children’s after school classes 
and Bible study. They also reach out to other Crow Indians on 
the reservation and across the country. At the annual Crow Fair, 
Native Peoples from many states meet to celebrate their culture. 
This gathering provides a unique opportunity to share the 
message of salvation. Pastor Jacobs has been invited to other 
reservations because of contacts made at the Crow Fair. He 
provides written materials, instruction, and support to an ever-
expanding number of people. From the beginning of this 
ministry in 1984, the Montana District of The  
Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod (LCMS) has supported the 
Crow. LWML has also helped encourage the Crow for many 
years. In 1997, LWML grant dollars were used to construct their 
first church building in Lodge Grass, Montana. The Montana 
District of the LCMS has had to cut funding due to their own 
financial shortages. Even though the congregations at A Spring 
in Dry Land Lutheran Church in Crow Agency, Montana,  
and Under the Shadow of His Wings Lutheran Church in Lodge 
Grass are strong, they are small and unable to fully support the 
needs of both the congregation and this outreach  
ministry. The LWML grant will provide $69,999.64 to 
supplement the budget for two years, allowing this ministry to 
continue providing the Gospel to members of six Crow 
communities living in Montana’s Crow Indian Reservation, as 
well as countless others across America.  
 

 

 
 

 

June 17, 2012 
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Unchanging Truth in Changing Times, LCMS 
Office of the President (2001) 
 
 As the month of June begins with the Festival of 
the Holy Trinity it’s good to be reminded of “the 
might y deeds of the Holy Trinity by which He 
has created us, by which He has redeemed us, 
and by which He keeps us in the one true faith 
until life eternal.” 
 
 What does it mean to confess the Christian 
faith? 
There is nothing more sure or certain in this life 
than the word and promise of God. With the 
words of the Apostles’ Creed, Christians through 
the ages have responded to God’s Word to them. 
With the Psalmist we pray, "O Lord, open my 
lips, and my mouth shall confess your praise" 
(Ps. 51:15). The word “creed" comes from the 
Latin word, “credo” which means, "I believe.” 
To “confess” means to make a declaration of 
what one believes. When we confess the faith of 
the Christian church in the words of the 
Apostles' Creed, we are confessing our belief in 
who the Holy Trinity is, and what God has done 
for us. Each section, or article, of the Apostles' 
Creed speaks about the work of one of the 
persons of the Holy Trinity: the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. Each article of the Apostles' 
Creed is our opportunity to speak back to God, 
and to each other, the mighty deeds of the Holy 
Trinity by which He has created us, by which He 
has redeemed us, and by which He keeps us in 
the one true faith until life eternal. This is a very 
important dimension of our faith and worship of 
God. 
 
 What do we confess about God the Father? 
"I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of 
heaven and earth.” 
We all believe in one true God, maker of the 
earth and heaven. “Our Father,” he would have 
us say; children’s place to us has given. He has 
pledged always to feed us; body, soul, to keep, to 
nourish. Through all evil he will lead us, guards 
us well that we may flourish. He cares for us by 
day and night and governs all things by his 
might.1  
That there is a god is a truth known to all human 
beings simply from the very existence of all 

things. This is called the natural knowledge of 
God. There is nothing very remarkable about 
believing that there is a god. Only a fool says, 
"There is no god" (Ps. 53:1). The real issue is not 
that people believe in no god, but that they are 
tempted to believe in a god who is not the one, 
true God. Or, that they are tempted to put in the 
place of the true God, "gods" of our culture, like 
money, success, popularity or pleasure. 
The first article of the Apostles’ Creed declares 
that Christians believe, teach and confess that the 
one, true god is none other than the One who has 
made the heavens and the earth, and everything 
in them. But more than that, He is our Father 
who provides and cares for us as a father cares 
for his beloved children. 
We believe that He has made us and has given us 
all the good things we have in this life. This He 
has done purely out of the love He has for us as 
our Father. He not only gives us life, He also 
defends us, guards us, and protects us during this 
life, so that we will join Him in heaven for all 
eternity. There is nothing in us that makes us 
worthy of the good things God gives us. It is all 
from His love as a father. How glorious it is to 
know that the same God who created heaven and 
earth also created each one us and cares for us 
personally. 
 
 What do we confess about God the Son? 
"I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day 
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead.” 
We all believe in Christ, His Son, whom as Lord 
we are addressing of equal Godhead, throne, and 
might, source of every grace and blessing. Born 
of Mary, virgin mother by the power of the 
Spirit, made true man, our human brother 
through whom sonship we inherit; He, crucified 
for sinful men, through God’s power rose to life 
again. 
We are able to believe that God is our Father, 
because of what His Son, our Savior Jesus 
 
(Continued on page 4) 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

SUNDAY  
DIVINE SERVICE 

8:00 A.M. 
10:45 A.M. 

BIBLE STUDY 
9:30 A.M. 

KIDS4CHRIST 
9:30 A.M. 

 
 
 
 
 

WHEELCHAIR  
ACCESSIBLE 

“What About…The Apostles’ Creed” By Rev. Dr. A. L. Barry 
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Christ, came into this world to do: to live perfectly in our place, 
to suffer and die to pay for the sin of the world, and then to rise 
victorious over humanity's most ancient and most evil enemies: 
sin, death and the devil. 
Jesus Christ, the second person of the Holy Trinity, the Son of 
God from all eternity, was born of the Virgin Mary, to offer up 
to the Father His precious body and blood for the forgiveness of 
the sins of the world. Through this sacrifice, the Son of God 
won for us reconciliation and peace with God, a peace that had 
been shattered by sin, both the original sin common to all 
human beings and the sin that is unique to each of us. 
At the Father's command, Christ came into this world to do all 
this for us so that we would be His very own by faith, serving 
Him and living for Him. Our hope is in the One who rose from 
the grave and now lives as our Savior for all eternity. How 
blessed we are to have been brought to the knowledge that Jesus 
Christ is the Savior of the world and that in Him we have the 
full and free forgiveness of all of our sins and the promise of 
eternal life forever with Him in heaven. 
 
 What do we confess about the Holy Spirit? 
"I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” 
We all confess the Holy Ghost, who grants comfort, grace, and 
power. He, with the Father and the Son, robes us for the 
triumph hour, keeps the Church, his own creation, in true unity 
of the spirit; here forgiveness and salvation come to us through 
Jesus' merit. The body risen, we then shall be in life with God 
eternally. Amen. 
The Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, three persons, equal in majesty and together being of one 
essence, truly does love us as His own dear children. The 
Holy Spirit calls us into fellowship with the Trinity, by the 
powerful means of grace that God has given: the Word and 
Sacraments. With the Word and Sacraments, He keeps the 
entire church on earth in the one, true and saving faith. 
As Luther explains in his Large Catechism, the Holy Spirit 
works in our life through the church because the church "is the 
mother that begets and bears every Christian through the Word 
of God. The Holy Spirit reveals and preaches that Word, and by 
it He illumines and kindles hearts so that they grasp and accept 
it, cling to it, and persevere in it.” In the church, the Spirit of 
God is daily pouring out the forgiveness of sins in rich measure 
so that on the last day we will rise from dead and join all 
believers in Christ in eternal life. Daily we want to thank and 
praise God the Holy Spirit for His work in our lives. 
 
 Why do we use creeds? 
Some church bodies shy away from making formal statements 
of faith. The Lutheran church is not hesitant to use the historic, 

universal (ecumenical) creeds. We use the Apostles' Creed, the 
Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed. These three ancient 
creeds are how we confess the one, true faith of the Christian 
church and they help us to identify with all believers in Christ 
throughout all ages. 
The historic creeds are, as our church recently stated in 
convention, "the cherished possession of the entire church down 
through the ages and are not just the expression of any one 
individual. The church has maintained the confession of these 
creeds and has even suffered martyrdom rather than deny the 
faith confessed in them.” Therefore, the use of the historic 
Christian creeds is a very important part of Lutheran worship 
services. Because we know that personal, individual 
statements of faith are oftentimes subject to imprecise and even 
erroneous confessions of the faith of the church, we discourage 
the use of informal statements of faith in the public worship of 
the church. 
Creeds serve as a way to make sure that the church continues to 
believe what the Word of God teaches. The treasure of truth in 
the Word of God is what we wish to confess and to stand for as 
a church. It is based on these truths, as confessed in the 
Apostles' Creed, that the people of God are led to serve Him in 
both word and deed. 
When we confess the Apostles' Creed, and the other historic 
creeds, we confess the faith of the Christian church. We do so 
with joy and confidence. With these words on our lips and in 
our hearts, we have the assurance that we are speaking back to 
God the truths He has first spoken to us. And thus, with 
confidence in the Lord's sure and certain Word, we say, "This is 
most certainly true.” 
 
 1. Martin Luther, We All Believe in One True God, Lutheran 
Worship (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1982). 
  
 
 Pastor Karner 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

“All I have seen teaches me to trust the Creator for all I have not seen.” —Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Young-At-Heart 

Hope you can join us for our June Picnic Lunch which will be 
on Thursday, June 7, at 11:30 am in the Old School Basement. 
We warmly welcome everyone, especially first-time attendees 
who are over age 50.  We are supplying the meat, rolls, and 
dessert, but need some help with the other picnic items.  
Donations of potato salad, coleslaw, baked beans, macaroni 
salad, green salad, jello salad or anything that will make our 
picnic buffet special would be appreciated. 
 
Our program this month is " Senior Show and Tell" as you 
bring an item that is special to you, and tell us a little about it. It 
could be something you collect, some special talent you have, 
something you made  yourself, some family treasure, or just 
something you would like to share with our group. Sounds like 
a fun idea; think about what YOU will bring. We might hear 
about some hidden talents or something you would like to share 
with us. 
 
Our group lunches do not occur during the summer monthes of 
July and August, but we are planning a couple daytrips for our 
group.  On July 20, we are joining the Bristol Senior Center trip 
for a Hudson River Cruise on an authentic New Orleans paddle 
wheeler with lunch at a wonderful restaurant on the Hudson for 
$80. This Friday motorcoach trip starts at the nearby Bristol 
Center Mall area near McDonalds and you have a choice of 
lunch entree; contact Carol Maron at 860-582-9608 for more 
details and to register. 
 We may go to the Goodspeed Opera House again this August 
to see the show "Carousel" and have lunch at the Gelston 
House. The price this year is $64, but the only date available is 
Thursday, August 30. The third idea is a Hartford area daytrip 
to view the taping of  the Channel 3 "Better Connecticut" Show 
and then have lunch at the Lincoln Culinary Restaurant near 
Aetna. Try to join us for one of our daytrips. 

Friendly Visitor Volunteers are asked to please take a card, 
out of the tan envelope in our mailslot in the church office, and 
schedule your springtime visit to a  homebound member soon. 
Many of our homebound members are waiting for your friendly 
call and visit. Anyone can make these important church visits. 
 
Baby Bottle Fundraiser 

A Baby Bottle Fundraiser is a fun way for families to 
participate in crisis pregnancy ministry.  The Crisis Pregnancy 
Center (CPC) in Unionville is a non-profit, volunteer, Christian 

agency committed to assisting women in crises due to 
pregnancy by providing emotional support and practical 
assistance.  CPC has been in operation for the past 26 

years.  Baby bottles were handed out on Mother’s 
Day, May 13th, for you to take home and fill with 
pocket change. Please RETURN the bottles on  
Father’s Day, June 17th.  Thrivent Financial will 

match a portion of the proceeds. 
 
Immanuel Lutheran Foundation - 
College Scholarships 

 Each year college scholarships are made possible through the 
Immanuel Lutheran Foundation’s Westfall Funds to those 
applicants aspiring to enter the ministry [LCMS]  and other 
professional fields including medicine, law and engineering. 
They are given in memory of Amelia Westfall and her sisters 
Elenora, Helena, Martha, Wanda and brother Emil Westfall. 
 
 Scholarship Applications are available in the church office.  
Completed applications must be returned to the church office to 
the attention of the Immanuel Lutheran Foundation  by June 
15th. 
 
Summer Worship Schedule 
 will take effect on Sunday, July, 1st. 
There will be one Divine Worship 
service for the months of July and 
August. Worship will be at 9:00 a.m. 
with Holy Communion. Bible Study 
will follow at 10:30 a.m.  
 
  
Special Dates 

• Trinity Sunday, June 3, 2012 
• Kindergarten Graduation, June 12, 2012 
• 8th Grade Graduation, June 13, 2012 
• Last Day of School, June 12 or 15, 2012—T.B.A. 
• Flag Day, June 14, 2012 
• Father’s Day, June 17, 2012 
• First Day of Summer, June 20, 2012 

Saves paper, postage and time 

Delivery that’s wicked fast! 

Devilishly 
clever! 

You can have Messenger delivered 
to your computer inbox every month. 
Simply send an e-mail to: 
 immanuel.news@yahoo.com 
Ask to have the newsletter sent to your e-mail address 
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Sky 

Vacation Bible School will be held 
the week of July 16-20 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. The theme for this year 
is “SKY” anything is possible with 
God.  
 
Loving Helpers Needed 
There is a need for volunteers to help 
make this the best VBS ever. Anyone 
and everyone can help, from high school and college age 
volunteers and adults.  
If you can perform any small service to help with VBS please 
speak with Michelle Tavernier.  
 
Another Scholarship Recipient 

Mr. William A. Wentland, Jr. 
Immanuel Lutheran Foundation  
 
 Mr. Wentland,  
 
 Thank you so much for the generous scholarship from the 
Immanuel Lutheran Foundation's Westfall Funds. Having 
worshipped at Immanuel Lutheran Church for my entire life, it 
means a great deal that the church is supporting me in my future 
endeavors. As I pursue my bachelor's degree from Salve Regina 
University, I continue to appreciate the lessons I've learned 
from Immanuel Lutheran Church and Sunday school, which 
will stay with me for the rest of my life. 
 
 Once again, thank you for your support, and may God bless, 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 Elizabeth Fitz 
 
 
Messenger Takes a Vacation 

The next issue of Messenger, our church newsletter, is the July 
issue. The due date for submissions is May 28, 2012. This will 
serve as a SUMMER newsletter as there will be no August 
issue.  
 
Submissions for the September issue of Messenger are due by 
July 28, 2012. This will focus on the new school year (our 
116th year) and the new administration under our new principal 
Mr. James Krupski.  
 
 
 
 

‘Well, Kiddo, it’s You and Me!’  

 T.J., a boy with developmental delays, is featured in 
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Children With Special Needs. T.J. 
and his father, who’d long yearned for a son, settled into a 
routine of daily outings.  
 Stacey, one of T.J.’s sisters, was moved when she realized 
how much their father loved that together time. One day, as 
their dad made T.J. laugh, “T.J. stopped and reached up to 
softly touch our father’s face,” Stacey writes. “My dad looked 
down at him and said ... ‘Well, kiddo, it looks like it’s you and 
me for the rest of my life.’ There wasn’t a sense of sadness or 
burden in my father’s voice, only acceptance and unconditional 
love.” 
 Our Father God says the same to each of us: “Well, kiddo, 
it’s you and me forever!” No matter our weaknesses, our 
differences or even our tendencies to avoid time with him, God 
speaks with complete acceptance and love. He loves being with 
us — just as we are — and rejoices to be our Father forever. 

 
 

“Blessed indeed is the man who hears many gentle voices call him father!” —Lydia M. Child 

Baptisms 

Emerson Deblen Dell’Aera 
Daughter of Jonathan & Kelly Dell’Aera 

March 18, 2012  
 

Aubrie Jane Hill 
Daughter of Jarad & Kristin Hill 

April 22, 2012  
 

Called Home to the Lord 

Phyllis Erling 
January 23, 1927—March 18, 2012  

 
Karl Bielert 

January 1, 1933—March 19, 2012  
 

Thomas malsheske 
December 17, 1959—April 14, 2012  

 
Alma (Wondrovski) Klepps 
December 7, 1922—April 15, 2012  
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1 Evan Foley  
 Ruth Huff  
 Jack Lusis  
 Lorraine Malsheske  
 Paul Ryskowski  
 Joel Sonstroem  
2 Laura Anderson  
 Daniel Wall  
3 John Dunn  
 Gail Smuda  
 Nathon Anthony  
4 Jourdan Anthony  
 Helen Hintz  
 Jaime Ryskowski  
5 John Gohsler  
 Linda Kuharski  
6 Dawn Brasche  
 Richard Lutz  
 David Rindfleisch  
 Bethany Swicklas  
7 Betty Damato  
 Courtney Kane  

 Lois Koch  
8 Rebecca Sammito  
 Ruth Stewart  
9 Claudia Bishop  
 Abigail Bourgoin 
 Theodore Kraus, Jr.   
10 Jacob Gohsler  
 Haylee Kisser 
11 Bryan Killian  
 Michael Senesac  
12 Alexa Bugryn  
 Jacqueline Holcomb  
 Peter Koch  
 Paris Machado  
 Pamela Mockler  
13 John Fray  
 Travis Poudin  
 Linda Sonstroem  
14 Patricia Kahle 
16 Mark Kuharski  
 Christopher Pacitto  
 Richard Sonstroem  

 Erna Stumpp  
17 Richard Dalke  
18 Joyce Raspanti  
 Mel Schab  
 Bev Zahnke  
19 Annette Dalke 
 Heidi Karner  
 Pat Wollenberg  
20 Walter Riemer  
21 Aubrey Figueroa  
 Adela Kaufmann  
 Jesse King 
 Dawn LaBracque  
 Barry Sonstroem  
 Nancy Tower  
22 Robert Bergeron  
 Leslie Foley  
 Andrew Mazzaccaro  
 Nathan Rakich-kelly  
23 Gary Bell  
 Scott Killian  
 Hank Kuharski Jr.  

 Joel Wulff  
25 Matthew Mockler  
 Doreen Tessier  
26 Benjamin Jabs  
 Adeline Macdermid  
27 Helene Fray  
 John Kritz  
 Randy Lorancaitis  
28 Lisa Bugryn  
 Jay Perry  
29 Eunice Charest  
 Sandra Cleveland  
 Matthew Couch  
 Shawn Dennis  
 Connie Glidden  
 Laura Hamelin  
 Karen Hebert  
 Krystal Michelson  
30 Tami Benvenuto 
 Alice Bielert 
 Kacie Therrien  
 Carrie Washcalis    

Are We There Yet? 

This age-old refrain of young 
travelers is followed by a second 
question: “How much longer?” 
How similar those queries are to 
the psalmist’s oft-repeated cry, 
“How long, O Lord, how long?” 
(Psalm 6:3b, NIV).  
 Patience is an uncommon 
virtue these days. We’re anxious to 
get where we’re going or to get 

what we want. But think how much we miss while wishing we 
were elsewhere! In our rush to reach a destination, we fail to 
grasp lessons that can be learned only along the way. What 
blessings might you be overlooking in the here-and-now and 
the right-where-you-are? 
—Kari Myers 
 
 

 
The Umbrella of Marriage 

Lighting a unity candle, a common wedding ritual, symbolizes 
the bride and groom becoming one. The “I, me, mine” of each 
individual doesn’t disappear entirely, but the two are drawn 
under the umbrella of “we, us, ours.” When troubles inevitably 
come, the partners can take shelter together. 
 Many years into marriage, a wife underwent medical tests 
for troubling symptoms. Her husband accompanied her to the 
follow-up consultation. Later, when a friend asked how the 
appointment went, the husband replied, “We have multiple 
sclerosis.”  
 There was no slow, careful word-choosing. After years 
under the umbrella of marriage, the man’s pronoun selection 
was automatic: “We have multiple sclerosis.”  
 His wife smiled, even as a tear fell. She would be neither 
under the umbrella alone nor left out in the rain. They would 
weather this storm together. 
—Heidi Mann 

Out of Order 

A confirmation teacher asked students to list the Ten 
Commandments in any order. 
 One girl wrote “3, 6, 1, 8, 4, 5, 9, 2, 10, 7.” 

 
 

Fortunate Typo 
A pastor had his sermon titles published weekly in the city 
newspaper. One Monday, he phoned to thank the paper for 
making an error.  
 “The topic I sent you was ‘What Jesus Saw in a Publican,’” 
he said. “You printed it as ‘What Jesus Saw in a Republi-can.’ I 
had the biggest crowd of the year.” 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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